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The Year Ahead 
Chris Reay, Head of Year 9



Core principles

Attendance + Behaviour (effort) = Progress

"Getting the little things right make the big things much easier"



The basics

• Punctuality

• Uniform

• Homework

• Equipment

• Phones



Behaviour

Role models for younger students

STEM

Open Evening

Peer Mentors



Upcoming Highlights

• Duke of Edinburgh Award

• Peer Mentors

• Options

• Trips

• Careers



The Options Process
Ed Slingsby, Deputy Principal



GCSEs, BTEC and other Technical 
Awards
What’s the difference?

• GCSEs have all final exams in May/June

• BTEC and Technical Awards have ~60% course work 

and a smaller exam element that is taken before the 

summer



What are the grades worth?
GCSE points:

  9
  8
  7
  6
  5
  4
  3
  2
  1

Vocational Courses Points:
Level 2 Distinction* = 8.5
Level 2 Distinction = 7
Level 2 Merit  = 5.5
Level 2 Pass  = 4
Level 1 Distinction = 3
Level 1 Merit  = 2
Level 1 Pass  = 1.25



What is the English Baccalaureate?
• English and maths

• At least 2 sciences

• At least 1 of history and geography

• At least 1 of French and Spanish



This is provisional and will be confirmed in January 2027 but is unlikely to change significantly.







*Provisional for this year, subject to minor changes



* This is provisional and will be confirmed in January 2027 but is unlikely to change significantly.



Foundation Learning Tier



Extra Core Curricular Offer (ECCO)



Provisional timeline for options

Presentation to students Wednesday 20 January

Options evening Thursday 21 January

Option information available from the school website Friday 21 January

Options talks by heads of subjects Monday 19 January – Friday 6 February

Parents’ evening Thursday 25 February

Option choices due in Friday 26 March

Options formally confirmed to students July



Frequently asked questions
• How will I know which route my child 

should follow?

• What if my child wants to follow a different route?

• What languages are available and do they have to choose a 
one?



Frequently asked questions
• How should my child decide which options to take?

• Will my child get the options they want?



Frequently asked questions
• What do I need to do now?

• Who can help my child to make the right decisions?



Please visit our school website



Please visit our school website



Need a hand with your homework or a 
quiet place to study?
You’ll even get +2 BPs for coming to an 
extra-curricular club!



Many thanks for coming.

We hope that through working together 
we can make this the most successful and 

enjoyable year possible for your child.
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