
Y10 PARENTS’ INFORMATION 
EVENING



Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening 

• Welcome – David Clarke (Principal)

• The year ahead – Fiona Donovan (Head of Year)

• GCSE key information - Ed Slingsby (Deputy Principal)

• Revision strategies - Charlotte Russell (Teacher of English)

• Supporting students – Nick Oakhill (Careers Manager)



Review of the Year
What a fantastic year!

• Options

• Art & DT Exhibition and workshops

• Pride World Cup

• Sports Day

• Author Visit

• MFL World Book Day Projects – local primary schools

• Trips – such as Pleasurewood Hills, Ski Trip, World of Work 



Extra Curricular Success

• One of our students is an Aldeburgh Young Musician, went 
on to win the Young Musician for KS3 category and 
achieved Distinction in his Grade 8 Drum exam

• Jam Factory – multiple performances in Year 9
• Performers in Soham's Got Talent – 2nd place and judges 

pick
• Approximately 125 students took part in Bronze DofE and 

many have already completed their award in full
• Over 100 clubs
• And many more!!!



Looking Forward



ATTENDANCE + BEHAVIOUR = PROGRESS



Key dates

Please visit 
our website



• November - First report 

• February - Second report

• March - Year 10 Option Subject Mock Exams 

• May - Senior Team process starts

• June – Core Subject Mock Exams 

• July - Full written reports

• (Start thinking about Colleges)



• Continue the excellent start they have made

• First impressions count, new subjects/teachers

• Now coming to the business end of SVC



GCSE Key information
Almost all the GCSE courses have exams at the end of 
year 11

Students are likely to sit anything between 14 and 25 
exams

GCSE exams start in early May

Results days provisional date is 24th August 2028



GCSE Key information
Year 10 mock exams

Two sittings:

- Option subjects in March

- Core subjects in June

Year 11 mocks are at the start of November, post-16 
applications in before we close for Christmas 2027



The Pressures of GCSE
Some stress isn’t always a bad thing

Spotting signs - changes to the ‘norm’ – appetite, sleep, mood, energy (not 
to be confused with adolescent/hormone changes of teenagers!).

What can you do?

Positivity & Perspective - Keep things positive at home and put everything 
into perspective.

Communication - Let your child’s tutor know- they are the ones who see 
them each morning and can support within school.

Organisation - Use Go4Schools to help them track deadlines and organise 
their workload.



The Pressures of GCSE
What do we do?
If the tutor feels more specialist support is needed then we have a wide 
range of different solutions depending on the student.

Possible solutions include:
self-help resources

support strategies to manage anxiety

help with homework

guided meditation





Need a hand with your homework or a 
quiet place to work?

Homework club is open lunchtime and 
afterschool 



“distributed practice, little and often 

has a massive impact on how much 

you can learn”

Much more effective



How memory works



Knowledge vs familiarity

Learning happens when we think hard.

Active revision is better than passive revision.











Post 16 options - 
Supporting students

Nick Oakhill
Careers Manager



Raising the Participation Age (RPA)

•Students are required to remain in education, take on an 
apprenticeship, or find a job with approved training

•Schools have a duty to help students along the pathway to choose 
their options Post 16

•Within SVC there are many ways we provide this support



So what are the options?
Post 16 colleges
Abbeygate Sixth Form College (Bury St Edmunds) Hills Road Sixth Form College

Bishops Laney (Ely College)​ Impington International Sixth Form

Cambridge Academy of Science & Technology (CAST)​ Long Road Sixth Form College

Cambridge Regional College (CRC) Oakes College​

Chesterton College Sixth Form​ The Maths School (Cambridge)​

College of West Anglia (Milton, Kings Lynn, Wisbech)​ West Suffolk College (Bury St Edmunds)​

Apprenticeships
- Direct with an employer or via one of the vocational colleges
(CRC, West Suffolk College, College of West Anglia)



Qualifications

Level
Academic
Mostly exam-
based

Applied
Some 
coursework

Technical/
Vocational
Mainly coursework-
based

T Levels
Some 
coursework, 
plus 
placement

V Levels
Focus on 
practical 
skills

Apprenticeship
Employment with 
training

3
A levels,
International
Baccalaureate
(2yrs)

BTEC/OCR L3 Diploma, 
Extended diploma,
Extended certificate,
Certificates, 
(2yrs)

T levels
(2 yrs)

NEW - 
limited 
subjects 
initially
(2 yrs)

Advanced 
(up to 4yrs)

2
GCSEs
(Grades 4-9)

BTEC/OCR L2 Diploma, 
Extended certificate,
Certificate, 
(1yr)

Intermediate
(1-3yrs)

1
GCSEs
(grades 1-3)

BTEC/OCR L1 Award,
Certificate
(1yr)

Traineeship and pre-
employment schemes

It is possible to combine Academic and Applied options at some providers



What happens next?

YEAR 10​
•Jan 2027 onwards…………..…….. 1:1 Career Guidance Interviews
•May……………………………………..… Introduction to MyChoice16 application process
•June/July……………………………….. College Taster Days/Open Evenings

YEAR 11
•Sept…………..........…………………… College presentations (virtual, tutor time)
•Oct………………………….…………….. College research & Application Day 
•Oct………………………….…………….. Post 16 Parents Information Evening
•Oct/Nov…………………….……………College Open Evenings
•End of Autumn term…….……..… MyChoice16 Application Deadline Day



Online portal used to apply to colleges in Cambs

Usernames & passwords issued in the summer term



Never too early to start!!

…….to develop the right mindset and attitude
…….to be prepared to move onto next stage

‘I wish I’d prepared earlier’

   ‘I wish I had more time’

     ‘I should have asked more questions’





Students can visit the Careers 
Office in the Library at any time



Free webinars

https://formthefuture.org.uk/insights/



Thankyou for your time this evening.

We hope that through working together, 
we can make this a successful and 

enjoyable year for your child.
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