
Y7 Parents’ Information Evening



• Welcome – David Clarke (Principal)

• The year ahead – Mr Daybell (Head of Year 7)

• How can you support your child at home? – Julie MacIntyre (Deputy 

Principal)

• Supporting your child with numeracy – Katie McDonald (Head of 

Bespoke Curriculum Development and Transition in maths)

• How to be involved with your child’s school experience – Ed Slingsby 

(Deputy Principal)



Attendance + Behaviour = Progress



The more school 

a student misses, 

the harder it is for 

them to make 

good progress.

What is my child’s attendance?



Behaviour points 
in Year 7 so far…

Positives = 3751
Negatives = 0



Lockers

• Payment on MCAS

• Students hopefully have 

lockers but there are some left 

if needed



Tutor Time



Who should you contact?
SVC@sohamvc.org

Reception and general enquiries

StudentServices@sohamvc.org

Lost property, timetables, general student queries, medical notifications 

Attendance@sohamvc.org

Absences or any other attendance related issues



Use the website to find contact details (Staff List)

Form tutor via email 

Subject teacher/Head of department via email 

Head of Year via email 





The Magic Key
• Decrease stress

• Improve vocabulary

• Improve memory

• Develop empathy

• Improve sleep

• Increase GCSE grades

• Increase future earnings





How can my child access books?









What happens at school?
• Reading is part of English homework in KS3

• All students have lessons where they have a chance to use and 
explore the Library

• Y7 English includes a variety of novels, short stories and different 
genres

• Other subjects will explore a range of texts

• Tutor time reading

• Reading interventions





Why learn your 

times tables?

It makes learning 

maths easier
Example:

Work out 0.4 x 0.9 

It helps you in science.
Example:

A car is travelling at 50mph for 3hrs. 

How far did it travel?

It makes life easier
Example:

You want to share the cost of a £12 pizza 

between you and your 5 friends. 

It helps you in technology
Example:

The area of my sticker needs to be 24cm2, 

what could its length and width be?



Accessible from:

• Tablets

• Desktop or laptop 

computers

• Phone











• Skip the queue passes
• Termly rewards
• Form and House competitions
• Competitions within teaching groups
• Times Tables Championships

Incentives and Rewards



• MathsWatch homework contains numeracy
• Numeracy is a focus for in class starters
• Wednesday form time is dedicated to numeracy
• Interventions for those who need them
• Extra opportunities to secure foundations

Support in School



Playing games Money management

TimeCooking



Have you ever been scared stiff of a spider in the 
bathroom and screamed as loud as you can? 

Then did you look round and see your child 
staring at you? 

And then did you wonder why they went on to 
develop a phobia of spiders?



Attendance





Behaviour for learning



Behaviour points and detentions



Homework







Need a hand with your homework or a quiet 
place to study?
You’ll even get +2 BPs for coming to an extra-
curricular club!
Starts Monday 7 September



Reports





Targets



Targets…where do they come from?



Recent (ish) change 

in education…

GCSE grading:

A* - G has been 

replaced with 9-1 



KS2 Maths and English 
scores are converted 
to an approximate 
GCSE score (the 
number you see)

GCSE predicted 
grade

Start of Year 7

End of Year 11
5



GCSE predicted grades are a guide, 
not a prophecy!

…and they 

are not glass 

ceilings.



Students should make 

approximately 1 grade of progress 

a year.

Progress is not linear however and 

this will naturally vary for different 

subjects.

SVC Fine grading:

 4-

 3+

 3

 3-

 2+

An example of what may 

happen:

• Student enters SVC with a KS2 

score of 100.

• This score is approximately 1.5 

on our scale.

• This means in 5 years time they 

should be aiming for GCSE 

scores of around about a 6



Go4Schools compares target grade with current grade. 

Students are expected to be working towards this grade as the 

year goes on.

A colour code system is used to draw your attention to things 
easily.

ABOVE TARGET ON TARGET BELOW TARGET
WELL BELOW 

TARGET

How do I know how well my 
child is doing?



The colours show how well a 

student is progressing 

compared to their target



More detail is available as the year goes on



What if I notice the grades they are getting are 

much better than the end of year targets?

Aspirational grade 

option



Baseline tests - what are 

they?



Mobile App



Teaching Groups

Students have a tutor group and a 

teaching group



One major difference at secondary 

school compared to primary school is 

the format of parents’ evening

Parents’ Evenings – what 

to expect



Parents’ Evening - what to expect





The curriculum - finding out about what students will 
be learning



Social Media & Internet Safety



Would you like to be more involved 
in supporting the school?

Jeremy Williams
Chair



WHO
WHO are we?

WHAT
WHAT we do?

HOW
HOW can you help?

WHOWHO



Increasing parental engagement in the college community

Friends of Soham Village College 
is a group dedicated to supporting the school and its young people.

Raising funds for items that directly benefit the students

Providing an additional forum to raise ideas to benefit the college

WHO
WHO are we?



Jeremy Williams
Chair

Allison Lyon
Secretary / Co-Treasurer

Nicola Botcher
Co-Treasurer

Beccy Porter
Community Outreach

Bethan McLean
Social Media

Ed Slingsby 
Deputy Principal

Carole Everson
Member

Kat Moss
Member 

Gail Cole
Member

WHO
WHO are we?



We operate 

differently to a 

Primary School PTA

We meet 

~4 times a year 

and limit our events 

to 4-6 events per year 

plus grants

We do not focus on 

parents for 

fundraising support

How we work…

WHO
WHO are we?



WHAT
WHAT we do?

Quiz Night

OCTOBER

Christmas
Wreath & Glass 
Workshop

NOVEMBER

Hospitality at
SVC Christmas 
Concert

DECEMBER

Hospitality at 
SVC School 
Production

FEBRUARY

Bingo Night

APRIL

Hospitality at 
SVC Young 
Musician

June

Grants 
& Donations

YEAR ROUND



WHAT
WHAT we do?

Funding support

For school educational visits

Support for 

young carer pupils

Recent Projects

Outdoor table 

tennis equipment 

School picnic tables

Outdoor fitness 

equipment

Trophy cabinet  

and banners

for SVC Houses



HOW
How can you help?

Become a 

Core Team

Member

Be part of a 

working group 

for a key event

Donate services 

or gifts to help 

our events

Attend our events 

with your 

families!



SAVE THE DATE
Friday 27 & Saturday 28 November



FSVC@sohamvc.org

Details also on

SVC website

Friends Of Soham Village 

College

THANK 

YOU!



Getting involved at Soham Village 
College

Extra-curricular clubs & 
activities

• Performing Arts

• Sports

• Subject-related



PRIDE values



PRIDE slides



Many thanks for coming.

We hope that through working 
together we can make this the most 
successful and enjoyable year 
possible for your child.
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