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House Photography Competition
Earlier this term we had our first House
Photography competition of the year. We
had over 100 entries for the ‘Summer
Holiday’ theme, which was a new record for
this event and nearly 600 students and staff
took part in the online vote to select the
winners.

It’s been another fantastic term for extracurricular clubs at Soham Village College.
With restrictions lifted, staff and student
leaders have been able to put on a whole
host of clubs and activities for students. In
fact, we have had over 100 clubs offered,
which is more than ever before!
It’s difficult to pick out highlights, but they
include the hugely popular ukulele/guitar
group, the new environmentally-focussed
student-led club called ‘The Future Group’
and the new Design & Technology
‘Community Warriors’ group, that makes
items for local primaries schools and
nurseries.

Christmas Carol Concert
This year, more than ever before, we were
absolutely delighted to be able to hold our
annual Carol Concert in the beautiful setting
of Ely Cathedral, after a year full of
challenges
and
limited
rehearsal
opportunities. On Wednesday 8 December,
hundreds of Soham Village College students
gathered to perform a variety of traditional
and modern Christmas songs, carols and
readings to an audience of friends, family and
members of the local community.
Preparing for this concert, after a year of very
limited ensemble music-making, has
reaffirmed for us just how important such an
event is to our students. Not only have we
seen the highest number of students
attending our weekly rehearsals, but we have
also seen the positive impact that making
music has had on students’ wellbeing and
self-confidence: in what have been unusual
and challenging times. All students, exstudents, teachers, parents and friends
involved in the performances had worked so
hard to prepare some beautiful festive
performances for the audience to enjoy,
whilst embracing the opportunity to perform
together again: something that we had all
missed dearly.

Our extra-curricular provision in the music
department continues to thrive and we were
delighted to be able to include a range of our
ensembles in our Carol Concert, including
Girls’ Choir, Boys’ Choir, Senior Choir, Key
Stage 3 Choir, Clarinet Ensemble, Strings
Group, Orchestra and Ukulele & Guitar
Group, alongside some stunning solos from

our GCSE students and festive readings.
Year 7 also gathered as a year group to
perform two Christmas songs they had been
learning in music lessons this term. They did
an absolutely brilliant job, considering they
had not performed as a whole year group
until the night! They demonstrated such
maturity and professionalism on the night and
we were very proud of them.

Each year we are always overwhelmed by
the number of ex-students, parents and
friends of the college who come to perform
with us on the night, supporting our
students and making the evening such a
success. We were delighted to have
members of the Soham Coronation Band
and Wicken Brass Band join us in the
orchestra
this
year.
The
Soham
Community Choir returned this year, to
entertain the audience with their heartwarming rendition of White Christmas and
sing with our Senior Choir throughout the
evening.

Thank you to everybody who came to support
the concert in the audience, or helped us on
the night. We feel truly thankful that we were
able to give our students this experience after
such a challenging year or two. Thank you,
and Merry Christmas.

Miss G Perry
Director of Music

Cross Country Championships

Times Table App

On Tuesday 7 December, Miss Le Roy, Mr
Banister and Mrs Smith took 42 students
from across all year groups to Netherhall
School to compete in the annual District
Cross Country Championships.
All
students did very well in very cold, windy
and wet conditions on what was a tough
course.

Students in year 7 and 8 have continued to
use the Times Table App this term.

Notable performances came from the
following students:

Top 3 performers
1st Toby Kitchen
2nd Theo Kinnett
3rd Jack McAllister
Current fastest score: Olivia Davis

Inter boys (Years 10/11)
Jacob Trangmar 2nd
Ewan Taylor 3rd
Minor boys (Year 7)
Ben Sargeant 14th
Minor girls (Year 7)
Maddie Cooper 15th
All of the above students received selection
letters inviting them to represent
Cambridge schools at the County School’s
Championships, which is being be held in
St Neots on 15 January.

Christmas Card Winner
Congratulations to Oliver Jaggard in Year 8
whose winning photograph featured on this
year's school Christmas card.

Year 7 managed to achieve national 1st
places in all but one week this term and
combined have answered almost 190,000
questions this term (23000 more than last
year). Here are the final results for this
term:

Top 3 forms
1st 7ZP
2nd 7MC
3rd 7CP
Year 8 managed to achieve 1st place
nationally in all but one week this term and
combined have answered over 85,000
questions in just 7 weeks!
Here are the final results for this term:
Top 3 performers
1st Nikodem Budzinski
2nd Benjamin Runyon
3rd Isabella Miranda
Current fastest score: Nikodem Budzinski
Top 3 forms
1st 8JK
2nd 8ZJ
3rd 8SD
Music Achievements
Congratulations to:
Lucy Emms (Year 7), for passing grade 1
piano with distinction.

Years 7 & 8 Football Tournament
Soham Village College this term hosted a
football tournament for girls from years 7
and 8. Soham Village College, Comberton
Village College, Impington Village College
and North Cambridge Academy all brought
two teams to the competition.

Lillie May and her pony Jimmy competed in
the
National
Sunshine
Tour
Championships at the All England
Showground in Hickstead. Lillie came in
sixth place in the National Arena Eventing
Championship and first in their showjumping class.

This was the first inter-school fixture for
many of the students and Soham had a
large squad of around 22 players divided
into two teams. Soham managed a
respectable 6th place for one team and a
fantastic 1st place for the other team.

Isabelle Kent in Year 8 has recently
become Kuk Sool Won European Grand
Champion for 13/14 Girls and Amelie Kent
in Year 7 has been promoted to black belt.

Sport Achievements
In September, Millie Hurrell in Year 11
entered the Asensei British Rowing Virtual
Championships 2021, competing in the
500m sprint and 6-minute row. In the 500m
sprint she achieved first place with a
personal best time of 1.43.2. In the 6minute row, Millie achieved a personal best
distance of 1585m.
Olivia Wright in Year 8 has been selected
for the Cambridgeshire Academy Hockey
for the second year.
Oliver Atkins in Year 10 has qualified as an
FA referee after taking on-line modules and
participating in group sessions.

Remembrance Events 2021
The Head Boy and Head Girl laid a wreath
at the Drumhead Service at the Recreation
Ground in Soham on Sunday 14
November.

We were also able to sell poppies in
advance of Remembrance Day in school
raising money for the Royal British Legion.
On Remembrance Day itself, we held an
online Remembrance assembly led by Mr
Wale, followed by a minute’s silence later
that morning, with two students Fraser
Ickeringill and Chloe Pringle, playing the
Last Post.

Year 9 History Trip
to St Andrews Church
On Thursday 14 October, at the kind
invitation of Reverend Eleanor Whalley, we
were able to take the whole of Year 9 to St
Andrews Church in Soham to watch a play
about the abolition of slavery. It particularly
focused on the life of Olaudah Equiano who
was married to Susannah Cullen in St
Andrews in 1792. Equiano was forced into
slavery as a child and worked to earn his
freedom, going on to be a critical figure in
the movement to end the slave trade in
Britain's Empire. The students were able to
'meet' various historical figures during the
play, many of whom also played a vital part
in the ending of the slave trade.
The actors delivered their roles impeccably
and sang beautifully several times during
the play, the sound echoing wonderfully in
the church. It really did bring history to life
and left the teachers rather envious of the
magnificent costumes - we do like to dress
up as historical figures ourselves when we
get the chance!

Christmas Cake Design Challenge
Congratulations to the winners of the
Christmas Cake design challenge,
Mr Hampson was very pleased to receive
their work to decorate his office.
The students were remarkable, engaging
well with the story and asking pertinent
questions at the end. The actors
commented on how fantastic the students
were and how attentively they listened to
the dialogue.
As always, our students were a great credit
to the College.

Art Department Update
Year 8 Arts Award
Eleven Year 8 Arts Award students have
been enjoying their trips to the Fitzwilliam
Museum in Cambridge. Students have
been treated to fabulous days looking at all
the exhibitions, visiting the Botanical
Gardens and completing workshops in
costume design and animation. Future
workshops will include an acting workshop
with a drama specialist.
As always, the students did us proud and
really enjoyed the exhibits and other
experiences.

Year 9 Art Club
This term in Art and Design, Miss Doherty
has been running an art club for year 9
students. The students are currently
making artwork for the library. Students
have chosen favourite book characters and
have been painting on acetate that will then
be displayed on the library windows. The
students have been producing excellent
work
and
have
been
working
collaboratively.

Year 11 Mock Exams
A huge well done to our Year 11 students
on the artwork produced in
their recent mock exams.

Creatopia
This term in Art and Design, Mrs Fraser has
been running Creatopia, an art club for
Year 7 and 8 students. This was introduced
to allow students from different year groups
to enjoy their passion for art together. The
club has been focusing on a range of
techniques, demonstrated by Mrs Fraser
with a focus on wellbeing and supporting
other students.

Year 9 Art Event
A range of Year 9 students have been
producing work for the Humanities Faculty,
creating a large-scale collaborative piece of
artwork that promotes racial equality. It will
be displayed outside the Humanities office
and Beechurst Hall.
Students researched significant people
from fields such as music, politics, arts and
more. They painted them in the style of
Shepard Fairey, a famous political artist
who made the Obama Hope campaign
posters.

Business Studies Department Update
The Business Studies department took a
group of GCSE Business students to visit a
global stationary brand, Hamelin Brands
Limited, based in Red Lodge. The students
experienced a real business meeting and
listened to Phillip Beer, the Managing
Director, talk about the brand’s success
and strategy. They then had a tour of
several of the functional areas and got
practical experience in creating a brand,
marketing and producing products. It was a
fascinating day out where students got to
see how a real-life company works and met
some passionate business people.

Business GCSE students had a virtual tour
of the Amazon Distribution Centre where
they looked at how Amazon manage their
global distribution. The logistics team
explained how their technology is used and
the process of getting the product from the
producer to the consumer. The students
have been linking this to their Operations
unit, which has been very valuable.

Bebras Computing Challenge
Everyone in Year 7, plus all computer
scientists in Year 10 ,took part in the
Bebras Challenge in November. This is a
global challenge with over ten thousand
participants. You can see in the graphs
below that pupils at Soham Village College
are way above the country average;

Congratulations to the following pupils for
their excellent performance with special
shout for being Best in School to Jake Foot
in Juniors and Blake Stevens for Seniors:
Year 10
Blake Stevens
Luke Chambers
Thomas Rutterford
. Year 7
Jake
Sofia
Archie
Dylan
Emilia
Kyle
Maria
Eva

Foot
Nicastro
Gubb
Barlow
Young
McGuigan
Perez Sanchez
Potamitis

Parliamentary Debate Competition
As we returned to school in September, we
were delighted to see the huge interest in
the school’s debating society run by Miss
Wild, with 40 students from years 10 and
11 attending. In October we welcomed
Lucy Frazer MP to school in order to judge
the Parliamentary Debate semi-final. She
was very impressed with the exceptionally
high-quality and selected Freya Alexander
and Archie Woodroffe to go on to debate in
the final at the House of Commons in
Westminster in the new year.

Library Update

Chess Tournament

The autumn term has been a busy one for
the library. Most excitingly, we were able to
welcome author Grant Strong in to discuss
his book ‘Running Deep’. Strong worked
with students to inspire and develop their
creative writing and to promote a love of
reading for pleasure. The students really
enjoyed meeting him. We hope to host a
future author visit in the spring, during the
week of World Book Day.

This winter has brought the return of the
school’s chess tournament, with record
numbers of students participating. The
lower and upper school finals were held on
Monday 13 December. These were won by
brothers Benjamin (Year 8) and Julian
Wilson (Year 9). The two winners then
faced each other in a live-streamed final on
Wednesday to determine who would win
the trophy. All tutor groups watched the
final, along with commentary from Mr
Pearce and Mr Kowalczyk. After a closely
fought game, Julian Wilson was crowned
SVC Chess Master 2021.

Students have also been enjoying having
the new cosy bean bag area to chill out and
get lost in a good book. This is
complemented by the new reading
incentive ‘Get Caught Reading in the
Library’ where students spied quietly
reading are entered into a weekly prize
draw. Only a few weeks in, the numbers
reading in social time have noticeably
increased and Mrs Webb had to call on the
DT department to build a bigger box to hold
all the ‘penalty notices’ for those ‘caught’
reading. We are delighted to see more and
more students reading for pleasure as we
know the huge benefits of this activity.

STEM Update
Mrs Webb has really enjoyed being able to
welcome back her team of existing and
new
student
librarians
who
are
indispensable to the running of the library.
Students taking part learn valuable skills
such as shelving and organisation, as well
as how to issue and return books.
The library is also promoting other quiet
activities to engage the student such as
board game loans and Rubik’s Cube club.
Finally, the new Lego table is packed out
most breaks with students embracing their
inner master builder. As always, we
welcome any Lego donations to help keep
the table fully stocked.
There has never been a better
time to come and visit the
Soham Village College library.
As we draw closer to the
Christmas break, don’t forget to
remind your children to get their
books out ready for the holiday.

After missing Primary STEM week 2020,
nearly 400 Year 6 students from some of
our feeder primary schools arrived at the
college to take part in this year’s event. We
completed maths exercises and travelled to
over 30 different countries. Eventually we
became stranded in Madrid. The Year 6
learnt how aircraft fly, with a number of
different science experiments and with the
help of the Year 8 STEM leaders. With all
flights now grounded and no means of
sending a message home, we began
designing and testing a flying machine in
order to send a message home, to Soham.
We completed over 200 test flights over the
week to see who landed the closest to
Soham. STEM 2021 saw the first Teacher
Team ever to win the coveted prize of
closest landing to Soham. It was a fantastic
week and plans are along being made for
STEM 2022 at the college.
Miss Knight, Mrs McDonald
and the Year 8 STEM leaders.

Foundation Learning Tier Update
Soham Village College Memorial Garden
As part of a long-term project with the
Soham Royal British Legion, Year 11 FLT
students are working hard to clear and
restore the Memorial Garden, to make a
more permanent tribute to all who have
fallen in conflict. Once the weather is better
in the spring jobs will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restoring the student designed
statue
Placing name boards around the
statue
Completing an accessible path to
the statue
Building and installing a fence
around the garden
Cleaning the memorial gates
Repainting the memorial gates

We are hoping to complete the restoration
by June 2022 in time for the 40th
anniversary of the Falklands conflict.

Soham Village College Garden
The disruption caused by COVID has
meant that the Soham Village College
garden has been neglected, allowing it to
become overgrown. Once a week, the
Year 10 FLT students have been clearing
the site making it ready to grow fruits and
vegetables.
Sadly, the Polytunnel
coverings have been ruined by weather, so
these will need to be replaced in the New
Year. The students have been working
extremely hard and have done a fabulous
job to date.

Visit to new Soham Station
On Friday 3 December, the Year 11 FLT
students went for a quick visit to the new
Soham Station. They were looking at it
from a Travel and Tourism perspective,
thinking about what it would mean for the
local economy. Additionally, it was a good
chance for them to look at different careers
that may be for them, as they’ll be heading
to 6th Form college in September.

Christmas Parcels for the Royal British
Legion
For a second year running, the Year 11 FLT
students decided that they would like to
provide Christmas parcels for veterans of
the Royal British Legion. So, as part of
their BTEC Vocational Studies course, the
students
made
Christmas
cakes,
shortbread and a Christmas card designed
by two of the students.
In all, they produced 50 parcels, which will
be distributed to veterans. The students
are rightly proud of all they have achieved.

Duxford
On Wednesday 8 December, the Year 11
FLT students braved the cold for their first
full day trip of their time in FLT. Students
explored all parts of the museum, looking
at it for their BTEC Travel and Tourism
course, which needs them to look in depth
at local tourist attractions. In addition, they
were able to link up their historical
knowledge from their GCSE History
course. It was very cold, very windy and
we even battled a brief snow shower, but a
good day was had by all!

Careers Activity Round Up
Autumn 2021
Year 11 Post 16 College Applications
Year 11 have spent this term focusing on
their Post 16 options and submitting
applications to colleges and sixth forms.
Their PD Day in October gave them the
opportunity to work on their personal
statements and get to grips with the
application process. It was wonderful to
see so many students with very clear ideas
about their next move, having given the
whole process a lot of thought and time.

Year 10 and 11 Virtual Work Experience
Our connection with the Springpod Virtual
Work Experience programme continued,
with many students taking part in their
chosen programme during the October half
term. Feedback continues to be positive
and we have seen some students take part
in more than one programme, to gain
valuable experience and knowledge of the
world of work. The next round of
programmes take place in the February
half term, with students able to register now
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-workexperience

Year 9 Careers Support Workshops

Year 10 Ely Cathedral Careers Fair
After a break in 2020, we took the whole
year group across to Ely Cathedral in
October to take part in the Careers Fair.
Around 50 local businesses, colleges and
universities were present to talk to students
about what they could offer in the future.
The students used their time very
constructively, asking lots of questions and
finding out what businesses did and what
they looked for in potential employees.
Some employers were even asked what
was on their CVs. Feedback from students
and exhibitors was very positive, showing
the value and benefit of this event.

Selected Year 9 students took part in a
one-off careers workshop during this term,
delivered by the Careers Team. This was
an opportunity to understand a little more
about the qualification options available
after Year 11, and also talk through what
‘having a career’ actually means. Students
discussed what key skills businesses look
for in employees, and they also talked
about what jobs or careers they might be
interested in in the future. The workshop is
just one part of the extensive careers
programme, designed to help all students
prepare themselves for their next move
after Soham Village College.
Mr N Oakhill
Careers Education, Information, Advice &
Guidance Manager
Artsmark Platinum Award

Soham Village College has been awarded
the Artsmark Platinum award. This is a top
national award that recognises the brilliant
arts provision that SVC offers its students
and the local community.

Soham’s Got Talent

SVC Pride

At the end of November, we held our
annual talent show; Soham’s Got Talent
2021. Due to current restrictions we had to
limit numbers, but the finalists and their
supporters still had a wonderful evening. It
was great to see so many students and
staff at the event with the judges finally
deciding on the following winners:

Despite the difficulties regarding Covid-19,
we have managed to continue holding
regular meetings for students who identify
as LGBT+ and their allies. Years 7 and 8
have been working on creating a scrap
book for the college and we have been
contacted by the organisers of Ely Pride
regarding student input from Soham Village
College for next year's parade. We are
keen to work with outside organisations
and are continuing to implement changes
in the school curriculum, in particular
associated with PSHE provision.

1st Place: Sienna Warder (Y10)
2nd Place: Libby Kent (Y7)
3rd Place: Mia Jack (Y10)

Miss Ponder and Mr Heaney
Children In Need Day
On Friday 19 November students and staff
at Soham Village College celebrated
Children in Need 2021 by holding a nonuniform day. Soham Village College raised
nearly £1,300!
There was also a People’s Choice Award
for the ‘Great8’ dance troupe, made up of 8
year 7 students.
Thanks also to all the students who helped
put on the Soham’s Got Talent 2021 final.
They all did a fabulous job!
Front of house
Chloe Pringle
Juliette Loveland
Ceri Moseley
Isabella Langley
Fern Miller
Design Technicians
Finley Froment
Leo Peberdy

Welcome Music
Noah Jewkes
Hosts
Freya Alexander
Felix Turrell
George Curtis
Izaak Pajak

Back to School Reminder
A reminder that the new term will
commence at 8.30am on Tuesday 4
January 2022 for all students, which will be
a week B.

