stage of the competition, with Jasmine
achieving Merit in the final challenge.
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Class of 2021 Cup Winners

Congratulations to the Class of
2021 cup winners
Gimbert Cup - awarded for
encapsulating the ethos of the
school
Hunt-Hereward Trophy - awarded
for courage and loyalty
Stubbs Cup - awarded for service to
the school
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust
Challenges (UKMT)
In the Spring and Summer terms, we
have had the junior and intermediate
challenges. These involved our highest
attainers in both years 8 and 10, as
well as some of our gifted and talented
students from year 7, competing
nationally. In the junior challenge,
Laura Lowe and Jasmine Mcintosh,
two of our year 7 students who
regularly attended our Maths
Challenge club, achieved fantastic
scores and were entered into the next

Earlier this term, year 10 maths groups
x1 and y1, took part in an online maths
competition with other local schools as
part of the Advanced Mathematics
Support Programme. The competition
involved them working in teams to
answer challenging questions involving
all aspects of their mathematics,
submitting their final answers online.
The students showed fantastic team
work and performed well,
securing two 1st place positions. The
winning teams comprised of Archie
Woodroffe, Frank Bowers, Owen
Robbins, Bradley Young, Adam
Trubshaw, Joseph Barlow, Maxwell
Masters, Finn O’Hara, Abs Bailey and
Leo d’Ayala. Well done to both teams!
PIXL Times Tables App
This year, the year 7 and 8 students
have exceeded all expectations on the
PiXL Times Tables App securing the
top spot nationally for the school most
weeks. 334 students over both year
groups have participated throughout
the year answering almost a
phenomenal 1.5 million questions
between them! The most anticipated
final of the year took place just this
week and no we’re not talking football
here! The SVC Times Tables
Championships 2021 involved three
rounds. Firstly, students had to qualify
by answering questions on the app
over a 3-week period, then we had the
times table speed test where students
in both year groups competed against
one another to get enough points to
make it to the final. We were then
back to PiXL for the survival finale.
The final twelve students battled it out
with Chioma Okoye in year 8 knocking

out all the competition, in a very
tensely fought battle with Emily
Blunsten, to achieve the coveted title
of SVC Times Table Championship
2021!
NRich Roadshow and STEM
Primary Visits
During the last few weeks, Mrs
McDonald has been busy making visits
over to our feeder primary schools
taking the NRich roadshow on tour.
Students in year 6 from our trust
schools as well as St Andrews,
Burwell, Isleham and Fordham had a
chance to develop their mathematical
problem solving, communication and
team work skills using activities from
NRich. The students had to tackle
everything from arranging 27 multilink
of 9 different colours, so that 1 of each
colour was visible on each face, to
arranging the numbers 1-17 in order
so each adjacent pair of numbers
added to give a square number. I was
very impressed with all their efforts
and can’t wait to work with the
students again when they come to us
in September!
Miss Knight and I also went over to
The Weatherall’s taking our well
renowned STEM day on tour. The
year 6 pupils each had half a day with
us flying around the world with maths,
learning about flight and creating a
flying machine to get them back home
from Spain. We enjoyed their
enthusiasm and creativity as well as
their imaginative rescue messages
which detailed the supplies they
required for their 10-day isolation
period on their return!

Wonderful work from St Andrews.
Maths in Art Club
A group of year 7 students have
enjoyed creating Islamic patterns as
well as learning about Escher and his
tessellations this half term. Jasmine
McIntosh, Laura Lowe, Rosie Lomas,
Lexie O’Donnell, Alice Baughan and
Ella Hills have created some excellent
mathematical art work this year and
we would like to invite new year 7
students in September to join the
lunchtime club.

Japanese Taster Day
Setsuko
Jerome,
Japanese
teacher at
Hills Road
Sixth Form
College,
came to the
College on
Monday 5
July to run
two sessions
in Japanese
language and culture. Year 8 and 9

attended separate sessions, learning
how to speak basic Japanese, as well
as learning about elements of
Japanese culture, clothing and food.
One of our student’s Chioma Okoye
wrote the following review of the day:
The Japanese taster session was very
enjoyable and pleasurable. I learned a
lot about Japanese culture along with
how Japanese schools worked
compared to the ones here in the UK.
It taught me a lot of things I never
knew and I learnt the usual welcoming
of ‘hello’ and ‘how are you?’ in
Japanese and it has really stuck with
me to this very day. The person
teaching us there was very welcoming
and if I had the chance to attend
another one of these amazing
sessions, I would definitely go again.
This experience gave me a better
understanding of Japan and this will be
very helpful for the time I want to one
day travel to Japan. I would definitely
recommend this Japanese session to
any other students who would like to
try a new language or challenge
themselves.

Over the year, we continued our longstanding involvement with the National
Theatre Connections project, taking on
the latest piece by Alison Carr, called
‘Tuesday’. The cast took part in an
extended Q & A session with the
playwright and were able to network
with other companies across the UK.
Although not able to perform the final
piece, students gained valuable
experience in acting, directing and
staging a new play. We’ve already
signed up for 2022, and look forward
to performing it both here, in the
Performing Arts Centre, and at our
regional partnership theatre, the
Norwich Playhouse early in 2022.
An extremely enthusiastic and talented
bunch of year 7 students have enjoyed

Drama News
Students have been as busy and
creative as ever in the Drama
department this year. All that we’ve
really missed is you, the audience!
We’re looking forward to next year
when we can welcome you all back to
the PAC to watch our talented
students perform.

rehearsing and performing a play
called ‘Bright. Young. Things.’ as part
of Drama Club. We managed to
squeeze rehearsals into break and
lunchtimes whilst we have been at
school and even met every week over
‘Meet’ during lockdown, giving all of us
the chance to stay in contact and have
fun. Next year we hope to continue
with extracurricular drama clubs and
that many more students will get
involved.
Music News
The summer term has been a much
quieter term than we are used to in the
Music Department, however we have

been delighted to be able to host
ABRSM Performance and Practical
Exams once again this term. Several
students took the new-style
Performance Singing Grade this term,
in which they prepare a recital of four
pieces to perform and record, before
submitting to an examiner. These new
exams are purely designed to assess
the strength of a student’s
performance skills on their
instrument/voice, rather than also
assessing their aural, sight-reading
and scales. We were really impressed
with the standard of musicianship
shown by our students and look
forward to receiving the results in the
next few weeks. A visiting examiner
also assessed a number of SVC
students in the Auditorium of the
Performing Arts Centre, who were
taking the standard ABRSM Practical
Grades. We were very pleased with
the students’ results and these can be
seen elsewhere in the newsletter.
We have been delighted to be able to
offer the usual level of practical
activities and performances within our
curriculum lessons this year. The
students have dealt brilliantly with the
new sanitising routines and the
challenges that bubbles and distancing
have created. We have been so
impressed with the standard of work
from year 7 and 8 students this term,
who have been using Garageband and
Sibelius on our iMacs/PCs to compose
their own stylish sea shanties and
piano melodies. Year 9 have been
working as pop bands this term,
working to create cover versions of
their favourite song, featuring
drummers, guitarists, pianists and
singers. This then led on to students
writing their own pop songs. Many
chose to use the iMacs and iPads to

compose and we have been so
impressed with the results. Year 10
GCSE Music students are already
busy practicing and preparing for an
Autumn Music Showcase (of some
kind!) and their actual GCSE
performance exams in October. The
students are so keen to share their
work with an audience, so we are very
hopeful this will be possible in the new
academic year.
Extra-curricular music groups have
continued to run this year, albeit on a
slightly smaller scale. The Strings
Group has really flourished this year
and is bigger than ever before. We
have been delighted to welcome a
year 9 harp player to the group and
have been learning A Million Dreams
from The Greatest Showman. The
vibrant, energetic rhythms of Mr
Moses’ Samba Band have been heard
across the school on a Monday
afternoons, as they have been
rehearsing and even parading around
the school field at times! Students
have been excited to take up the
opportunity of leading the groups
themselves sometimes, and we are
really excited to be able to perform to
an audience soon. Mrs Faulkner’s
Ukulele and Guitar Group have made
great progress this year, developing
their knowledge of chords, strumming
and picking techniques and scorereading. It really is a pleasure to see
their confidence grow so much each
week. Girls’ Choir is now running and
we have been really pleased to see
how excited KS3 students have been
to return to singing once again. The
Year 9/10 Senior Choir have continued
to grow in confidence and numbers,
learning a beautiful song from Dear
Evan Hansen, called You Will be
Found. This is such an inspiring,

uplifting song and has really helped us
feel positive and ready for the day
following our morning registration
rehearsals. Singing has been proven
to improve both physical and mental
health and we have been so pleased
to still be able to sing together (at a
distance) this year.
Music Achievements
Huge congratulation to:
Freddie Carter (Year 9) – Passed
ABRSM Grade 4 Piano
Nicole Chappell (Year 10) - Merit in
ABRSM Grade 2 Clarinet
Genevieve Dean (Year 11) Distinction in ABRSM Grade 5 Music
Theory
Freddie Emms (Year 9) – Passed
ABRSM Grade 4 Piano with Merit.
George Emms (Year 10) - passed
ABRSM Grade 5 Music Theory
Esther Hawkins (Year 10) - Pass in
ABRSM Grade 4 Violin
Elizabeth May (Year 9) - Pass in
ABRSM Grade 3 Clarinet
Student’s Art Work During
Lockdown
Well done to all of our students that
worked so hard during the second
school closure last term. We continue
to be amazed by your hard work and
talent even when you are working from
home! There are so many amazing
pieces to choose from but some
highlights are below:

Botanic Gardens
On 19 May
a group of
year 8
students
visited the
Cambridge
University
Botanical Gardens for the day as part
of their Bronze Arts Award course in
conjunction with The Fitzwilliam
Museum Cambridge. The students had
a fantastic day learning about the
botanicals used for potions in Tudor
times in a ‘kill or cure’ tour linking to
their work on Shakespeare. They
even used the
natural objects they
found to create a
visual scene from
Romeo and Juliet!
The students were a
credit to the school
throughout the trip!

Fitz Trip
On 23 June,
a group of
16 of our
year 8
students
were lucky
enough to
visit the
Fitzwilliam
Museum in
Cambridge
as part of
their Bronze
Arts Award qualification. Soham
Village College was their first school
visit since lock down and were treated
to a fabulous day looking at all the
exhibitions (even some that were
closed to the public).
We made our way through ancient
Rome, Greece, Egypt and the
Elizabethan times which was
fascinating. Finally we rounded our
day off with some fashion designing
and sketchbook work in their outdoor
classroom.
As always, the students did us proud
and really enjoyed the exhibits. It was
a delightful day!
Video Games Design Club:
This term a group of year 7 students
have joined a Video Games Design
Club which has been run by the Art
department in school and remotely
with the Babylon Gallery and local
video games designer, Edalia Day.
The group meet up every Thursday
after school and have been working
hard on developing the design and
concept for their very own video
games! The project is part of the
‘Creative and Cultural Futures’

initiative to bring awareness of careers
in creative industries to our young
people and we seem to have some
budding video games designers in
school!
Creatopia

This term in Art and Design Mrs Fraser
has been running her weekly virtual art
club online. This was introduced to
allow students from different year
group bubbles to enjoy their passion
for art together and allow students that
were not in school to attend extra
curricular art too! The club has been
focusing on a range of techniques,
demonstrated by Mrs Fraser with a
focus on wellbeing . The club logo was
even designed by one of the
attendees!
Goodbye Year 11 from Art
Congratulations to our year 11
students for completing their GCSE so
successfully. There have been many
challenges for them throughout the
course, and they demonstrated great
responsibility in having to work
independently at home over the two
school closures. The work they have
produced is still some of the best we
have ever had and that is credit to their
hard work and dedication to the
subject. Well done year 11, we are
very sad not to be able to celebrate
your achievements at a school

exhibition this year, but you have done
us, and yourselves proud!

The D&T Lockdown Challenge
Students were tasked to design a
product or poster that encourages
primary school children to wash their
hands more. Here are some of the
fantastic entries:

Food Preparation and Nutrition
News

And the winners of the D&T Challenge:

We’ve been very impressed with the
quality of the work that students have
produced while cooking at home this
year.

by Lego and hopefully they will decide
to make it into a Lego! How exciting!
Year 10 Lighting Project
Year 10 have made some fantastic
lamps last term based around different
designers, brands or design influences
including Gibson guitars, Super Mario,
Mini, BBS rims and the London eye.

Students’ Work Over Lockdown
Well done to Callum
Myson in year 7 who
independently got on
with some projects
over the weekends
through lockdown.
He taught himself on
Youtube!
Also well done to Max Timmins in year
9 who helped his dad over lockdown to
make this
fantastic
desk for his
mum who
had to work
from home!

For the last 3 years Jack Stearn in
year 11 has been designing a 1/8
scale articulated Sauron figure out of
Lego. I think you can agree it is
amazing! He is
planning to
upload this onto
the Lego ideas
website. If he
gets 10,000
supporters on
this project it
will be judged

Goodbye to Year 11 from D&T
Year 11 have not had the smoothest
ride through their GCSE’s but they
have shown perseverance,
independence and dedication to get
their coursework finished. These are
just some examples of CAD and
modelling storage work produced as
part of their GCSE course for Product
Design.”

Sports Achievements
Congratulations to Ewan Taylor in year
9, who has been selected to represent
Cambridgeshire schools at the English
school athletics championship in the
junior boys 800m.
For school age athletes this
competition is the highest accolade

and is often the starting point for those
who go on to become professional
athletes so it is a fantastic
achievement.
Robotics Club
Due to covid-19 guidelines at our
school, the whole team has not been
able to meet since the previous
competition and so we have been
working on different parts of the robot.
Some of us have not even met our
teammates and yet we have all
demonstrated commitment by coming
every meeting. We have also
demonstrated diversity and equality by
listening to everyone's ideas and
opinions by using google forms to
decide on logo designs and ideas. An
important moment of persistence is
when the half of us who were doing
the programming could not apply the
coding to the robot due to issues with
the app and updating it so the other
half had to wait patiently to work on the
robot again.
The challenge has been to maintain
momentum so we can remain
competitive for next year. We have
built a new drive train for our robot,
upgrading from front wheel drive to a
4WD using meccanum wheels. This
will give us more control of the robot
especially as the wheels will allow the
robot to move sideways. We have also
taken the opportunity to fund raise so
that we can buy 4 new motors that will
allow our robot to pick up game pieces
and launch it into goals. One of our
fundraising activities was "Guess how
many lollipops". We are also building
mini-bots that we hope to use in a
robot war type tournament next year.
We wanted to reach out to other
schools, to encourage them to

participate in this enjoyable
competition. For our outreach, we
wrote an article for the magazine Hello
World that is aimed at teachers. You
can read the article on pages 58-59 of
issue 16.
Written by Louise Hardy (Team
Captain) and Ms Zainon
Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions
Since the easing of some restrictions a
couple of months ago, students in year
9 have been spending time after
school preparing for their bronze Duke
of Edinburgh expeditions. They have
been learning about different aspects
of map skills, weather hazards, using
grid references and have planned 2
walking routes. Although the
expeditions were required to be
modified due to Covid, we tried to
make it as close to normal as possible.
Students spent all day Friday walking
their planned routes, whilst carrying all
they needed to be completely selfsufficient. Their routes ended up on
the school field, where they set up
tents and cooked an evening meal on
a camping stove before going home
for the night. Saturday saw them
return to school early in the morning to
complete a second planned walking
route. All the students were well
behaved and a credit to the school and
are well on the way to achieving their
full DofE bronze award.

Rainbow Flag

Despite the school closure for part of
the year and certain restrictions, we
have managed to organize and push
ahead with many aspects in PSHE at
the college. Not only did the school
achieve the Rainbow Flag Award for
our commitment to LGBT+, we have
also been working to raise awareness
of issues surrounding the BAME
community- something which we will
carry on to the next academic year and
beyond.

I look forward to a return of some
normality in September, especially for
our PSHE provision. We have had to
curtail our activities in regard of guest
speakers this year but I hope that we
can begin to
explore this
aspect again in
the new
academic term,
as it provides an
excellent way for
us to deliver
important topics
to our students.
Watch this space!
Mr Heaney
Year 11 Helping the Library
Thank you to
the year 11’s
who helped the
library by
making lots of
book stands
before they left.

PSHE
In October year
11 took part in
the first PSHE
day of the year,
spending the
sessions
preparing their
college
applications and
personal
statements for sixth-form. Although
we were forced to cancel the PSHE
day in February (which itself had been
rearranged!) we made up for our loss
by staging two in July 2021. Students
in years 7-10 looked at topics ranging
from careers and teamwork to drug
and alcohol awareness. Years 9 and
10 also focused on Relationship and
Sex Education on their respective
days.

They are going to look
great in the new library
display!

The Library is Open for Business!
My name is Mrs
Webb and I am the
new full-time
librarian at Soham
Village College.
It’s been a
complete privilege
to get to know as
many students as
possible, hear what
books they are into
and make
recommendations in return.
One of my main aims for the library is
to increase the students’ interest in
reading for pleasure and to view the
library as a safe and fun place to learn
and enjoy. Therefore, I’ve increased
the availability of audio books for those
students who struggle with their
reading. This allows them to follow
along as they read. We already hold a
fortnightly reading group where
students all read and discuss the same
book. However, I now have these
books available as audio files so that
the group is accessible to all students
who wish to attend. I’ve already had
great feedback from the students
about this.
There are also many other exciting
changes. Firstly, there is now a
weekly digital newsletter (sent to
students’ email accounts) to share all
the latest books, competitions and
literary news. In addition, having
started an online games club in
lockdown it was so popular that its
continued in the library even now the
students have returned. I also had two
boxes full of Japanese Manga donated
to the library. There were so many
great books that I created an entirely
new section which has been flying off

the shelves! Plus, I’m currently
preparing suggested reading lists and
a summer reading bingo activity to
challenge our students to keep reading
as much as they can over the 6-week
break. Please do encourage your
children to keep reading as much as
they can in the holidays; it’s such a
great way to relax away from screens
and it makes it so much easier getting
back into the swing of things in
September. You can download a card
from the school website here Soham
Village College - Library (sohamvc.org)
Speaking of which, I am creating a
cosy bean bag reading area ready for
the new academic year. This will be
dedicated to students who want to do
some quiet reading away from the
hustle and bustle of the rest of the
library. I’m also hoping to get a
crafting corner started for our more
artistic students to create and display
their handiwork. It is my ambition to
be able to start offering a Lego corner
for the students to be able to recreate
their favourite book scenes and
characters. If anyone has any spare
Lego they would be willing to donate
for this venture, that would be
amazing! Finally we hope to be able
to welcome the Scholastic book fair
back into school for children to buy
books for themselves, and by doing so
earn extra books for the library.
It’s fantastic to see so many students
using the library on a daily basis. It is
an incredible resource to have in the
school and I’m looking forward to
welcoming our new year 7 cohort to
everything they can use the space for
in the future.

Fundraising for East Anglian Air
Ambulance
Well done to everyone in Churchill
house who took part in the
‘gowithoutchallenge’. Together they
raised £516.30 for the East Anglian Air
Ambulance. The students gave up a
variety of things including: Netflix,
chocolate, their phone, ketchup and
biting their nails.
Particular congratulations to the top
fundraisers:
Mia Jack
Euan Selby
Charlotte Betson
Year 7 Penalty Shoot Out
The year 7 penalty shoot out took
place on Monday 21 June raising
money for the East Anglian Air
Ambulance. Well done to all those
involved.
Top Fundraisers
This year 9KP have been the form to
raise the most money for their charities
and have won a pizza party to
celebrate.
Careers Activity Round Up Spring &
Summer 2021
Unfortunately the pandemic severely
restricted the level at which parts of
the careers programme could be
delivered – employer engagement has
always been a key part of the
programme and so it was frustrating to
have to cancel so many events in

which local
employers and
Alumni would have
met and spoken to
our students.
But we were able to
continue with some
parts of the
programme, albeit
with different
delivery methods.
Year 11 Post 16 College
Applications and Offers
Our year 11’s coped with the
disappointment of not being able to
visit their preferred colleges admirably,
with many of them taking part in virtual
open events and tours. Some
students had their college guidance
interviews conducted online which was
a new experience, but with the rapidly
changing world, a potentially useful
skill to take into the workplace.
Despite all the obstacles, all students
now have at least one college offer or
apprenticeship place for September.
Colleges are currently working out how
they can safely invite students into
colleges before enrolment day. The
Careers Team wish them all well with
their futures!
Virtual Work Experience
One aspect
that all
schools have
had to deal
with is how to
effectively
offer work experience opportunities
that are engaging and can work
alongside the current school
curriculum. Since Easter, year 10 &

year 11s have been offered the
chance to take part in virtual work
placement programmes with
Springpod. The benefit of this
programme is that students are able to
take part during the school holidays.
To date, around 50 students have
taken advantage of this opportunity
and we hope to continue with the
programme for the foreseeable future.
Apprenticeship Awareness Webinar
for Parents
In January, we held an
apprenticeship
webinar for parents to
provide them with
some information,
guidance and support.
The webinar was run by AIM
Apprenticeships who we work closely
with. Despite the number of current
apprenticeships vacancies being lower
than 12 months ago, there are an
increasing number of students who are
showing an interest in this Post 16
option and we will continue to support
them as businesses get back to
hopefully offering more opportunities.

National Careers Week
Although we were unable to invite local
employers and alumni into the school
in March, some of our alumni did
support students through a written
Q&A ‘blog’, showing what subjects
they enjoyed at school, what their
current role was and the journey they
took to get there. These articles can
be read on the alumni section of the
school website at
https://www.sohamvc.org/alumni

The National Careers Week organisers
also held their first ever virtual careers
fair which was deemed a success, and
was supported by the inspirational
Kamal Ellis-Hyman. His NCW video
titled ‘Believe’ can still be watched
here https://vimeo.com/516434672
Smoking Policy
The Trust has recently updated it’s
Smoking policy. It is available on the
Trust website to view: Staploe
Education Trust - Policies for Staploe
Education Trust

