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Welcome to the Soham Village College
Careers Newsletter.

During the current lockdown period, this
smaller version will come out on a more
regular basis, to provide careers-related
support to all student and parents.

FOLLOW US ON
TWITTER TO
KEEP UPDATED
ON ALL CAREERS
RELATED
ACTIVITY IN SVC
AND AROUND
THE COUNTY
@SVC_CAREERS
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The usual Gatsby Benchmarks article has
been updated with a status check to show
how we are progressing towards each
standard.
We hope that you continue to find this
newsletter useful and interesting.

Likewise, if you have any feedback on
what you have read or have items you
wish us to include in future editions
please let us know.

noakhill@soham-college.org.uk

If you want to find out more about anything in
this newsletter, please contact the Careers
Team.

The Gatsby Benchmarks
The Gatsby Benchmarks provide a framework
around which schools can develop and
improve their careers programme. We are
working toward adopting all of the
benchmarks over the next couple of years,
and have made good progress since Sept
2018 with Benchmarks 1, 5, & 8 fully
achieved, and Benchmark 7 close to
completion.

Work will continue across 2020/21 to
achieve as many of the other Benchmarks
as possible. This is far from being simply
a tick-box exercise to meet government
expectations — through pilot schemes the
Benchmarks have been proven to raise
students’ aspirations and make them as
work-ready as they can possibly be.

1. A stable careers programme

100%

2. Learning from career and labour market information

60%

3. Addressing the needs of each student

81%

4. Linking curriculum learning to careers

81%

Careers quiz

5. Encounters with employers and employees

Careers website

6. Experiences of workplaces

25%

7. Encounters with further and higher education

90%

Qualifications

8. Personal guidance

100%

100%
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Yr11 Post 16 - next steps
All Yr11s have now submitted their college and sixth form applications, or are continuing with their
apprenticeship research. We have been very impressed with how they have all dealt with the
process, considering they haven’t currently been able to visit any of the colleges yet.
All applications will be acknowledged by the colleges. Please ensure students respond to all emails
received, as they will all request different information at different stages.
Colleges will start to make contact with students over the next few weeks to arrange their guidance
meetings. So far these are the dates or arrangements we are aware of -

Hills Road - Monday 8th & 9th February
Long Road - Thursday 11th & 12th February
(not all will be invited for these dates, a second round will take place in March)
Oakes College - Friday 26th February & Monday 1st March
CRC - from the 1st week in February
Impington International College - from Monday 25th January
Guidance meetings guidelines


Colleges will contact students directly, usually via their primary email address provided in their
application.



Colleges will indicate if the meeting is to take place on-line or via telephone.



For on-line meetings, colleges will request that a parent/carer is also invited to meet
Safeguarding requirements.



Colleges will either make an offer during the meeting, or shortly after.



Students are advised to accept all offers at this stage to keep their options open as wide as
possible. They can make a final decision once they receive their results in August.



Colleges are hoping to be able to invite students in for a tour later in the year depending on how
the pandemic situation develops.



See the letter emailed to parents 25th Jan with advice on how to approach guidance meetings.

OTHER NEWS & UPDATES
Thurs 11th Feb 5.30 - 7.30pm: West Suffolk College are running a virtual open evening find out
about the college’s offer, courses and opportunities. Register here
West Suffolk Apprenticeship vacancies - https://www.wsc.ac.uk/find-acourse/apprenticeships/vacancies
Cambridge Regional College vacancies - https://www.camre.ac.uk/apprenticeships/apprenticeshipjob-vacancies/
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Yr10 Post 16 preparation
Although it might seem a long way off, at this time each year the Careers team start working
with Yr10 students to help prepare them for their next steps after leaving Soham Village College.
To help ensure this support continues whilst schools are closed, here is a summary of what has
happened so far and what is planned for the coming months Personal 1-2-1 guidance meetings
A key part of the Post 16 process is providing all students with the opportunity to have a 1-2-1
guidance meeting. An on-line meeting can now be arranged with Mrs Anderson, our Careers
Adviser, by emailing her at janderson@soham-college.org.uk.
Not all students need one straightaway as they might not be ready for one, and so we will
continue to remind them of the offer and booking process over the coming months.
‘Your Future’ questionnaire
All Yr10 student were emailed a link on 22nd Jan from the Careers team asking them to
complete a short questionnaire, designed to get them thinking about what they might like to do
in the future and what type of qualifications they hope to gain. Their responses will also help the
Careers team shape the support provided over the next 12 months.
Although the deadline has passed, any students yet to complete the form are encouraged to do
so using this link.
Research is the key
The key to students making well-balanced and informed decisions about where they move onto
after SVC, plus what courses or type of education they embark on, is RESEARCH

The decision process can be quite stressful for students and parents, and the sooner they can
start their own research the better. It make the Autumn term slightly easier to navigate, as this
is when they begin to make their applications.
Students should view the whole Post 16 options process as navigating a number of key
‘stepping stones’, with each stone one piece of research or activity. The stepping stones don’t
need to be used all at the same time, as quite often the direction of the next stone isn't clear until
the previous one has been reached.

West Suffolk College ‘Next Steps’ presentation
WSC have produced this short video to help students explore college life, provide information
about Post 16 pathways, and how to achieve your next steps.
Other colleges will produce similar videos and resources over the coming months
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Each year we support National Careers Week, which is a chance to
highlight and celebrate the importance of careers guidance in education
across the UK.
Unlike last year, we are unable to make it a live event for students but
plans are in place to provide a suitably engaging alternative, with a range
of resources and links available for students, parents and staff to access
in their own time.
National Careers Week is 1-6 March, and planned events include 

Virtual Careers Fair



Alumni blogs



Access to a range of useful videos, including this years National
Careers Week ‘Believe’ video #NCW21

Watch last years #NCW20 video, with an inspirational message from the
amazing Kamal Ellis-Hyman

Watch this space over the coming
weeks for further details. Also
keep any eye on the SVC Careers
Twitter page for updates
@SVC_Careers
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National Apprenticeship Week 8th—14th February
Cambridge Regional College are running an Apprenticeship Information Evening on
Thursday 11th February at 6pm, open to anyone. You can hear from Assessors, some of
their apprentices and college staff who will be on hand to host a live Q&A session. Click
here for more information and to register.
CRC have also produced a 3 minute video about apprenticeships
West Suffolk College will be running some live events during National Apprenticeship
Week, as well as having some recorded presentations to watch. Click here for more
information.

Check out these videos -

Employers talking about their views
on both routes into employment

Technology

In

2015,

A range of opportunities
with global brands

Engineering

Major Tim

Range of different businesses
became the
and apprenticeships
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Peake

Media

first

Careers Stuff To Do…..1
Apprenticeship Information
Apprenticeships are slowly becoming a very popular route for students after secondary
school but require as much if not more research than colleges. Support is provided in
school in a number of ways but own research is also very important. Amazing
Apprenticeships have some great resources for students and parents, plus a monthly
Parents Pack which is linked to on the SVC careers website
A parents information presentation was arranged recently for Yr11 parents, delivered
by AIM Apprenticeships. You can watch the presentation back here

Careers Videos to watch
Personal research is a key element of careers education. There are plenty of resources
out there to be accessed and used. Here are two very useful websites that students can
access themselves, whatever age they are in -

Job spotlight videos - Over 100 short videos spanning a variety of jobs and
professions

Articles Archive - icould -

lots of useful short videos relating to different careers

Explore careers by job sectors - BBC Bitesize - a website packed with careers videos
and advice

Festival Bridge Creative Careers - lots of great videos and resources relating to the
Creative world, and some Job Profile Videos that SVC helped to produce

Job Research
For anyone interested in the food industry, this easy-to-use research website might be
useful Tasty Careers - Job Descriptions

GSCE Options support
Guidance on what jobs you can do with certain subjects. A good starting point for
students looking at their GCSE Options - Career Ideas
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Careers Stuff To Do…..2
West Suffolk College Live events (full details here)
8th - 10th February: Policing and Public Services Careers Event with Navy and Marines,
Suffolk Police, Suffolk Fire and Rescue, Army and Royal Air Force. Details and register
here
15th - 18th February: Spring into Health. Discover more about careers and courses in
the Health sector. Details and register here

In 2015, Major Tim Peake
became the first British
astronaut to visit the
International Space Station,
spending six months on the
Principia mission. This was designed, in part, to change how young people thought about
space and to engage the next generation of scientists and engineers.
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Career Quiz
Take the quiz to see which job areas might suit you, then start exploring
opportunities – from apprenticeship and traineeship to researching some job
families. There’s a huge variety of options you may not have thought of.



Find out what your strengths are and what makes you tick




Find out which celebrity you are most like

Find out the types of jobs that might match your character


Click on the Buzz Quiz link to start your career research journey!!

Careers Website
https://www.sohamvc.org/post16careers
The careers section is always kept as up-to-date as possible, and is a great source of information across many aspects of Careers Education. There are some links to key websites that you are encouraged to visit.
We would also encourage students to regularly access and use the website so please
take time to talk to your son/daughter about it.
If you feel we are missing information that would be useful to you, please let us know!!
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Qualifications

The range of courses available to students can appear to be a bit mind-boggling
sometimes, and this is one area that students need to be clear about when they start
looking at their options.
Colleges will have their own specific entry requirements but the table above can be used
as a general guide.
Some colleges will require specific grades in certain subjects in order for students to
study that course. Colleges that offer courses linked to apprenticeships may advise that
a student should apply for a 1 year vocational course first to gain the basic industry
knowledge rather than move straight to an apprenticeship. This will increase the
chances of finding a suitable employer.
Research is the key for all of this, so the sooner students can start looking at options and
ask questions the better.

Feedback
If you have any feedback about specific careers events we
organise then we are very happy to receive them.
Likewise, if you have any suggestions about events you feel we
should be putting on, or employers/businesses you would like
us to invite into school, then feel free to let us know. We are
always open to new ideas or proposals!!

noakhill@soham-college.org.uk
9

