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Year 8 Fitzwilliam Museum Trips

Harry Potter Triwizard Tournament

The whole of year 8 visited the Fitzwilliam
Museum just before Easter, and had a
chance to see some of the many fantastic
cultural and artistic objects that the
museum houses.

In early February, the library hosted a Harry
Potter themed event over the lunchtime
period. Students were invited through the
wall of platform 9 ¾’s into Hogwarts for
some magical fun. This included Quidditch,
pin the sock on Dobby, making elf ears,
making sorting hat origami and also trying
to get their names over the age line and into
the Goblet of Fire.

Whilst there, they visited the armoury to
find out how armour was made and used,
with students comparing the capability of
weapons in top trumps. We also looked at
the use of colour and emotion in pictures
and spent some time looking at a brilliant
Bruegel painting, showing that everyday
life in the 16th century was not so different
from our own. SVC students were a credit
to the school, in terms of their behaviour
and engagement at the museum and we
hope that they will want to visit again, when
in Cambridge.
We are very grateful to the museum, who
fund our travel to the museum as part of
our 10 year partnership with them, as this
allows us to take all students on this trip
without any cost and hope that this
partnership continues at least another 10
years! Miss Wilcox.

Feedback from students was good
including ‘Can we do this every week?’ We
had 51 attendees in all and a rush on Harry
Potter books and DVDs being checked out!
Mrs Webb, Library.

PHSE Day

MFL News

In January, we had our second PSHE day
of the academic year. While year 7 focused
on team-building skills, year 8 looked at the
important issues surrounding democracy
and how Britain is governed. Year 9s had
an exciting day looking at different aspects
of the working environment with several
outside employers arriving at the college to
deliver intriguing sessions. Years 10 and
11 looked at topics relating to relationship
and sex education but also had the chance
to focus on college applications (year 10)
and revision (year 11).

In January a group of year nine able and
gifted linguists attended the ‘Why not
Languages at GCSE and beyond?’ taster
day at the University of Cambridge.
Students attended sessions in Russian,
Arabic and German, designed to stretch
and challenge their linguistic abilities. They
also had the opportunity to talk to and work
with students studying at the University, as
well as looking at the science behind
language learning and how crucial being
able to speak a language is in an
increasingly global world.

We had many outside speakers arrive on
the day and they all commented on how
great our students were in terms of
engagement, character and politeness.

A small team of enthusiastic linguists this
year took on the challenge of the
Linguistics Olympiad for the first time. After
only a few brief sessions in training, the
SVC Olympiad team entered the
competition against other schools around
the country, and succeeded in achieving 5
Gold and 7 Silver awards at Breakthrough
level and 1 Silver and 7 Bronze awards at
Foundation level. Well done to all
competitors – next year we have
Intermediate in our sights!
In March, a group of gifted and talented
year 9 MFL students went to Weatheralls
Primary School to work with year five pupils
on a project to celebrate World Book Day.
Soham students Bessie, Katharine,
Aleksandra, Kirstie, George and Felix read
the French children's book Bon Appetit
Monsieur Lapin to year 5 pupils and
encouraged them to join in with some of the
key phrases. After the story, they helped
the year 5 pupils to complete a work pack
based on the book. The students showed a
lot of confidence when delivering the story
and all agreed it was a great experience!

KS3 Art Club

Wicken Fen Project

Throughout February, KS3 Art club were
visited by two practicing artists running
workshops based around exploring
identities. They created masks with
marbling, painted canvasses, played with
acrylic pouring and spinning techniques
and used wire to create sculpture. The
students were able to consider ‘how do we
see ourselves? What do we want to reveal
and what do we want to hide? Who do we
want to become? Students really enjoyed
the workshops and the opportunity to work
with local practicing artists. Mrs Harvey.

Throughout the Spring term, a group of 13
year 9 students were involved in a project
with the Wysing Arts Centre. The sessions
took place both in school and at Wicken
Fen Nature reserve where their work
focussed on an artist's installation which is
currently in situ there.

The sculptural work, entitled 'Mother' was
created by artists Heather Peak and Ivan
Morison. In response to the piece, the
students created drawings, clay sculptures,
paper structures and their very own art film.
The students were an absolute credit to
SVC throughout each of the workshops
and really enjoyed being able to connect
their artwork to our local rural environment.

Year 10 Art Trip to London
On 16th January, we took 60 year 10 Art
students to London to visit the Royal
Academy of Arts and the Tate Modern.
The students had a
great time viewing
and
sketching
some interesting,
and
sometimes
strange
modern
artwork!
The students were
so
enthusiastic
and an absolute
credit
to
the
school.

Virtual Art Exhibition

Music Achievements

Soham Village College students have been
working hard on their home learning during
lock down. Many of them have been
producing particularly impressive artwork
during this time. As we are sadly unable to
hold our usual annual Art exhibition this
term, the Art and Design department have
created a virtual Art exhibition to celebrate
the excellent artwork that our students
have continued to create during lock down.
With over 250 pieces of work included,
there are two exhibitions, one for Key
Stage 3 students and one for year 10 and
also some staff that have been getting
creative during lock down. Please do take
a look to see what our students have been
busy creating while at home and if your
Son/Daughter's work is included. To
access them, please either click on the
links below or go to kunstmatrix.com and
search for Soham Village College.

Huge Congratulations to;
 Yannick Wallaart (year 8) Grade 1
ABRSM Music Theory Distinction
 Adam Trubshaw (year 9) Grade 1
ABRSM Music Theory - Distinction
 Joseph O’Connor (year 10) Grade 1
ABRSM Music Theory - Pass
 Isaac Davies (year 10) Grade 2
ABRSM Music Theory - Distinction
 Charles Carter (year 11) Grade 2
ABRSM Music Theory - Distinction
 Frederick Carter (year 8) Grade 2
ABRSM Music Theory - Pass
 Simeon Davies (year 7) Grade 2
ABRSM Music Theory - Distinction
 Emily Sargeant (year 11) Grade 5
ABRSM Jazz Saxophone - Merit
 Arthur Southgate (year 7) 92%
ABRSM Guitar - Distinction

KEY STAGE 3:
https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhi
bition/1694419/soham-village-college-keystage-3
YEAR 10 AND STAFF:
https://artspaces.kunstmatrix.com/en/exhi
bition/1722495/soham-village-collegeyear-10-and-staff

Student Details Form
Don’t forget to let us know if any details
change throughout the school year. The
relevant form to complete can be found on
the school website;
https://www.sohamvc.org/forms

We have been incredibly impressed with
how musical our students have continued
to be whilst at home. We wanted to
celebrate this and give students the chance
to share some of their best work by creating
a SVC Music Competition. Three
categories were open to all students: Pop
Karaoke Master, Solo Instrumentalist and
Composer. The standard of the music
created by our students was fantastic and
we were delighted to announce the winners
below. Thank you so much for working so
hard to make a recording;
• Year 7 Solo Instrument - Simeon Davies
(piano) • Year 8 Solo Instrument - Ewan
Taylor (guitar) • Year 9 Solo Instrument Grace Sizer (piano) • Year 10 Solo
Instrument -Daniel Perel-Hubbard (piano) •
Year 8 Musical Theatre Karaoke Master Katie Barrett • Year 8 Karaoke Master Esme Latta • Year 9 Karaoke Star Madison Thomas • Year 8 Composer Thomas Assheton • Year 10 Composer Lauren Peck • Year 11 Composer - Ben
Wood • OVERALL SOLO INSTRUMENT
WINNER
Daniel
Perel-Hubbard
•
OVERALL KARAOKE MASTER Katie
Barrett • OVERALL COMPOSER Lauren
Peck.

Careers Activity Round Up Spring 2020

Year 9 Anglia Ruskin University Visit
Our annual trip to the ARU in Cambridge in
January was again a success this year.
Students had a tour of the campus,
attended a careers fair, and heard from a
current undergraduate student about her
experience of university life. For most
students this was their first visit to a
university and will hopefully help them with
decisions about possible future pathways.

National Careers Week – March
This was our biggest and busiest week
ever, with five presenters coming in to
speak to students across the five morning
House assemblies. Three were exstudents and all gave a valuable account of
their journey since leaving Soham,
demonstrating that plans don’t always
follow a defined path and that a flexible and
resilient attitude is a key requirement. The
speakers then stayed on to hold focused
student workshops, in which students
heard more about the speakers’ specific
industries and gave them a chance to fire
questions at the speakers. Over 70
students benefitted from these workshops
across the week.

Year 7 Institute of Astronomy visit – Feb
We embarked on an exciting project this
term with Cambridge Launchpad which we
hope to expand to all year groups over the
next few years. Year 7 students were
invited to produce a poster to demonstrate
the challenges if humans wanted to live on
Mars, with six students chosen to then
attend an innovators day at the Institute of
Astronomy. Students had a tour of the site
and saw the 200-year-old Northumberland
telescope that is still used today. Students
spent a lot of time talking to a real life
astronomer about quarks, black holes,
dwarf planets and space travel.

Year 11 AIM Apprenticeship workshop
Our ongoing collaboration with AIM
Apprenticeships led to an apprenticeship
workshop being run in January, to show
students how and where to search for
apprenticeship vacancies, plus some
insider top-tips to help create that extra
edge when it comes to applying. Students
went away with increased knowledge and
confidence of the application process plus
some information to help them produce
their CV.

Year 9 World of Work day and Year 10
BAM Nuttall presentation
January PSHE day
Our January PSHE day was another busy
one. Year 9s had their World of Work day,
where they spent the day taking part in
activities relating to a subject of their choice
to demonstrate the link between subjects
and the world of work. The employer
engagement theme that underpins our
careers programme was demonstrated by
a number of local employees supporting
the day. Students had direct contact with
an architect, a web designer, a fitness
coach, a qualified chef, and a Design &
Technology professional.

Year 10s heard from a local civil
engineering company BAM Nuttall and
discovered the range of jobs available
within the company. One of their current
design apprentices also spent time telling
students about his role and the reasons
why he chose an apprenticeship over a
college course.

LGBT+ inclusion and Rainbow Flag
Award Update
Since our last update, we have continued
to work to improve LGBT+ inclusion at
SVC. In particular, our focus has been on
improving LGBT+ visibility across the
curriculum. Several new lessons have
been taught across PSHE this year. All
year groups have learned about the terms
used for describing gender identity and
sexuality. Year 7 had an additional session
creating presentations on LGBT+ role
models, including Ann Lister, Alan Turing,
David Bowie and Jazz Jennings. Year 8
had a lesson focussing on the experience
of transgender young people at school.
Year 9 explored strategies for combating
bullying on the basis of gender identity and
sexuality by taking part in role-plays. In
addition, links to the LGBT+ community
have been explored in subjects such as
History, English and French.
The SVC Pride group which we wrote
about in the last newsletter, continued to
meet fortnightly until the school closure.
Although plans for some collaborative work
with Pride Ely, Ely College and Witchford
College had to be put on hold due to the
school closure, we look forward to picking
up these links again next year and seeing
what ideas SVC students have for
celebrating and educating about LGBT+
history in school and beyond.

Our work towards achieving the Rainbow
Flag Award continues at pace. As you may
recall from the last newsletter, this year
Soham Village College is excited to be
working with the Kite Trust to achieve the
Rainbow Flag Award. The Rainbow Flag
Award is an initiative that aims to reduce
LGBTphobic
bullying
by
positively
educating about lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT+) identities.
We achieved Skilled Teacher in January
2020 following a programme of staff
training in the autumn term. In June 2020,
we passed the standards for inclusive
curriculum and pastoral support. In
September, we will be working on the final
sections: Pupil Voice, Supportive Parents
and Governors and Inclusive Policies.

More information about our work can be
found at:
https://www.sohamvc.org/lgbt.
We would love to hear from you if you have
any comments about our work on LGBT+
inclusion. Please email Mr Heaney with any
feedback:gheaney@soham-college.org.uk

SVC Pride Role models display, created to
celebrate LGBT+ history month.

For links to organisations which provide
information on LGBT+ issues including
mental health, sexuality and gender
identities please visit the wellbeing page of
the school website or contact your child’s
Head of Year:
https://www.sohamvc.org/page/?title=Well
being&pid=1035

Business Studies Trip to Amazon

FOSVC update

Before Easter, the Business Studies
Department took a group of year 10 and
year 11 students to visit the Amazon
Distribution Centre in Peterborough.
Students were given insight into how a
multinational company operates and meets
customer orders. Students had a tour
around the packaging plant and were given
a chance to try out the packaging process.
Throughout the day the students learnt
about the technology used as well as how
Amazon ensure their staff are happy by
making changes in the workplace. This was
in preparation for the Human Resources
and Operations units of their GCSE course.

As mentioned in previous newsletters, we
have had a very good first year and have
raised over £5,000 for student benefit
through events and community funding.
The first goal was to secure funding for
outside shelters, recycling bins and
benches. By unanimous vote, the
committee has released £2,500 to start the
process of purchasing and implementing
benches and bins around the school
premises.

Lockdown Vlog
At the start of lockdown Mr Mason created
something fun to do while at home. Check
out Mr Mason’s Creative Vlog 3 by going
to: youtube.com/watch?v=nCdykLKkKJQ

We would like to thank everyone who has
been involved in our fundraising efforts and
hope for your continued support, as we
move forward to help and continually
support the wishes of the students.
It was with great regret that we took the
decision to cancel the pamper evening
scheduled for the 20th March. Because of
the nature of many of the treatments and
the current concerns around coronavirus,
we did not think an event that brought
people together in close contact was
advisable. The event will be rescheduled
for a later date that is as yet to be
confirmed.
We look forward to redoubling our efforts to
raise more funds as soon as possible.
Liz Johnston
Chair of Friends of Soham Village College

Lockdown Creativity!
Well done to all the students who have
been getting creative in the kitchen while at
home. Mrs Howliston, Miss Warren and the
MFL teachers have been sent some great
photos by their students!

Well done to all the art students who have
been sending in work to Mrs Harvey – here
are some of her favourites from the last few
weeks.

House Photography Competition

BSL Sign Language Achievement

Over 400 students and staff voted in the
House Photography competition during
lockdown, and the winners (who will
receive queue jump passes when we return
in September) are;

Congratulations to Lily Braybrooke in year
10 who recently achieved a qualification in
BSL sign language. This could be
particularly useful when she is on duty with
St. John Ambulance if there is a deaf
patient or family member so she can
explain what is happening.

Term Dates 2021-2022
Term dates for 2021-2022 have now been
approved by our Trust Directors and can be
found on the school website;
https://www.sohamvc.org/termdatesandles
soninfo

SVC Help to the Community

Active Lives Survey

A huge well done to Mr Mason and Mr
Roberts who came into school during
lockdown and made hundreds of protective
face visors for local organisations!
Fantastic effort!

We have been asked to be involved in the
‘Active Lives Survey’. Please see below
some information regarding this survey for
children run by Sport England to provide
key information to support children being
more active. The school will also receive
sports equipment as a thank you if
sufficient surveys are completed;
Parent Pupil
-letter-y7-11-summer2020 LS[39457897].pdf

This survey is for students to complete and
they will also receive an e-mail explaining
the purpose of this survey. Please read the
information documents attached before
your child completes the survey and then
click on the link below to complete the
Active Lives Children and Young People
Survey:
Year 7-11 link https://ipsos.uk/WOZRZ
Many Thanks, Adam Clark, Director of PE

