


Format for the event

Introduction: Ed Slingsby

Effective use of revision guides: Julie MacIntyre

Effective use of past papers: Karen Holden 

Making the most out of online resources: Rachel Hollingworth

Questions and answers: Ed Slingsby



What is the most effective way to 

improve skills and remember 

information?



How 

memory 

works



Distributed practice, little and often 

has a massive impact on how much 

you can learn

Much more effective



Feel like revision 

isn’t making a 

difference?

Not sure how 

to revise?

EXAM 

QUESTIONS

– apply your 

knowledge to 

past exam or 

exam style 

questions

NOTE TAKING – getting familiar with all the things 

you need to know and knowing where to look them 

up. Fill in revision sheets, watch podcasts, use 

your revision guide, use sites such as BBC 

bitesize, use resources your teacher directs you to.

SIMPLE QUIZZES – write simple 

quizzes that quiz you on facts, 

quotes, essay techniques and 

structures. Make your own or find 

published ones.

Use the 

revision 

pyramid

START

EXAM 

READY

START



Practical things you can do to help your child 

Make sure they have somewhere quiet to study and a 

table to do it and tell them to leave their phone 

somewhere else when they revise and stay away from 

social media
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Weekly revision timetable –

one for school time, one for 

the holidays
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Practical things you can do to help your child 

Help them to plan their revision timetable



Practical things you can do to help your child 

Encourage them to get to bed at sensible times and eat 

properly. Just asking questions and taking an interest in the 

revision can be a real motivation, even if you know nothing 

about it!

Teenagers need 8-9 

hours of sleep



Practical things you can do to help your child 

Make sure they are still making time to relax and stay active 

– exercise is great way to unwind and relieve stress



Contents

❖How do I organise my revision?

❖Where can I get resources to revise for my subjects?

❖I get stressed by exams, what can I do?

❖How do I revise?

❖How do I Iogin to the PiXL Maths app?

Exam revision booklet



Subject: Maths

Number of mock exams in March and length:

2 papers, 1.5 hours each (P1 is non-calculator, P2 is calculator 

allowed)  

Topics that may come up in the mock:

Topics on the mock paper are based on the advanced information 

provided by the Edexcel exam board in February. We have put this 

into a revision checklist which is available on Google 

Classroom. Please note the specific paper by paper breakdown in 

the advanced information will not be followed in the mocks but will be 

invaluable in the preparation for summer exams.

Recommended resources to use to revise and where they can 

be found:

• Past papers will be given out to be used in class and at home.

• Extra set of past papers will be available in google classroom 

and on G4S.

• Mymaths www.mymaths.co.uk

• Corbettmaths videos and exam practise www.corbettmaths.com

• Maths Genie https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html

• Mathswatch https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

• Onmaths https://www.onmaths.com/

Revision sessions will run after school on the following days:

Wed 23rd Feb

Wed 2nd Mar

Wed 9th Mar

Wed 27th Apr

Wed 4th May

These will be bookable on the parents evening booking system. 

We will send a letter out nearer the time with full details.

Subject: English Language

Number of mock exams in March and length:

One paper: English Language exam – 2 hours

Component 2 (only) – reading and writing non-fiction

Revision session – Monday 14th March

Topics that may come up in the mock:

Section A – Reading (40 marks)

This section will test through structured questions the reading of a newspaper

article (from the 21st century) and an extract from a non-fiction book (from the 19th

century). This section assesses AO1 (and 2), AO2, AO3 and AO4.

Section B – Writing (40 marks)

This section will test transactional, persuasive and/or discursive writing through

two equally weighted compulsory tasks (20 marks each). Across the two tasks

candidates will be expected to write a formal letter and a magazine article for

different audiences and purposes, adapting style to form and to real-life contexts.

This section assesses AO5 and AO6.

Recommended resources to use to revise and where they can be found:

• Relevant revision resources can be found on the specially dedicated Google

Classroom: ead55so. Students should only complete the sections on

Component 2 Section A, Component 2 Section B and General Writing Skills in

preparation for this mock. There are also practice papers available on there.

• All students should complete the revision PPT on the Google Classroom for

their English class. This should be completed together with the practice paper

given to each student by their class teacher. This PPT contains audio of an

Eduqas examiner talking students through a sample paper and how to answer

each question. This activity will take around 4 hours of revision time if

completed fully. The link

(https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1533) is

available on Google Classroom and students should only complete the PPT

labelled ‘Component 2’. There is now no need for them to complete the review

task at the end of the paper.

• Language revision workbooks are available from the Finance Office. Many

students already have these from sitting the Component 1 mock exam in

November. Students should complete all the activities from pages 67-111,

pages 113-120 and pages 134-140. Once complete, they can use the practice

paper on page 156 to page 159. Question B1 should be completed as a

formal letter.

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1533


The theory behind revision 

and practical ways to 

maximize revision efficiency



The Pressures of Exams

Some stress isn’t a bad thing. It can be a great way to focus at a time when it 

really matters.

But it is crucial to find the balance, somewhere between not caring at all to 

being so anxious that they are not able to perform in the exam. 

What can you do?

• Spotting signs- changes to the ‘norm’ – appetite, sleep, mood, energy (not to 

be confused with adolescent/ hormone changes of teenagers!)

• Positivity & Perspective- Keep things positive at home and put everything into 

perspective

• Communication- Let your child’s tutor know



What can we do?

Possible solutions include:

• Self-help resources- we use some fantastic resources that have been written for students 

around exam times. Students can pop into the Hub to pick up a pack or they can sign up to 

receive 6 emails that firstly explain what anxiety is and then how to manage it.

• Offer support and strategies to manage anxiety- group/ individual sessions to explore 

what the route cause is and then offering the right support

• Tweaks to exam arrangements

• Pre-exam guided meditation sessions- hugely successful in focusing and calming 

students just before they go into the exam



Date – Week 

commencing

What subjects will I revise and what activities will I do?

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

8th March
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Weekly Revision Timetable – In the holidays (for a more detailed plan if you prefer)







Students should be using 

revision guides actively. 

They should not just read 

them. They need to engage

with them.

What does this mean?



• Available from the 

Finance Office

• Priced £4.50 at SVC 

(£3.50 cheaper than 

Amazon)

• Everything needed for 

English Language 

revision

The next English mock is on Wednesday 16th

March. This will be on Component 2.



• It is a workbook. 

Students need to work 

their way through it. 

• They should complete 

every page before the 

first GCSE exam in 

May.







1. Read with a highlighter at 

the ready.

2. Identify key quotations and 

significant information.

3. Don’t highlight everything. 





Now turn these highlighted notes 

into PERSONAL revision.
G4 - Copy out key quotations ten

times each.

G5/G6 - Use the information to create a 

mind map or list about the topic on the 

revision page.

G7-G9 – Create an essay plan 

including AO2 (language, form and 

structure).



Lady Macbeth



A1S5 – ‘too full o’th’milk of human kindness’
A1S5 – ‘Come you spirits’
A1S5 – ‘look like th’innocent flower / But be the 

serpent under’t’
A1S7 – ’dashed the brains out’
A1S7 – ‘screw your courage to the sticking place’
A2S2 – ‘I shame to wear a heart so white.’
A2S3 – ‘Help me hence, ho!’ – faints
A3S2 – ‘What’s done is done.’ – to Macbeth
A3S4 – ‘Are you a man?’
A5S1 – ‘Out, damned spot! Out, I say!’



A1S5 – ‘too full o’th’milk of human kindness’
A1S5 – ‘Come you spirits’
A1S5 – ‘look like th’innocent flower / But be the 

serpent under’t’
A1S7 – ’dashed the brains out’
A1S7 – ‘screw your courage to the sticking place’
A2S2 – ‘I shame to wear a heart so white.’
A2S3 – ‘Help me hence, ho!’ – faints
A3S2 – ‘What’s done is done.’ – to Macbeth
A3S4 – ‘Are you a man?’
A5S1 – ‘Out, damned spot! Out, I say!’











• Monday 14th March

• 3pm-4pm

• Beechurst Hall

• Booking information sent out via 

email





• We have set up bespoke Google Classrooms to 

support your son/daughter with their revision

• The Google classroom codes are as 

follows

Triple: v4i3lap

Higher: 4gqqm2y

Foundation: oxrr7qp

v4i3lap



v4i3lap

There are a variety of 

different resources for your 

son/daughter to choose 

from.

• Educational Videos (revision)

• Links to educational websites (revision)

• Broadsheets with mark schemes (activities)

• Kahoot quizzes (activities)

• Topic tests & mark schemes (activities)

• Full past papers and mark schemes (activities)

•

Open Google Classroom



v4i3lap

The exam board have 

released some advanced 

information about GCSE 

exams this summer.

We’re analysed this 

information and put 

together a document that 

will be shared with the 

students via the classroom.

If a topic is green this means it is a focus for the exam 

paper, whilst red means it won’t be assessed. Amber, 

means it could come up but only as a low tariff question.



Past papers and topic tests are one of the 

most effective ways to revise and improve 

grades.

• In support we have sourced all the 

available AQA past papers and their 

mark schemes and posted them in the 

classroom.

• We have also used past paper exam 

questions to compile focused topic tests 

with mark schemes



When completing exam style questions students are 
honing their exam skills so they need to focus on:

- using the correct terminology

- matching the number of points they make to the marks 
available

- apply their knowledge in a variety of different context

- making sure they answer each part of the question, 
especially those 6 mark extended prose questions.



Using the mark scheme:
When given a list of acceptable answers where more than one mark 
is available you will see ‘any two from’ for example. Each bullet point 
is a potential mark, but watch out for answers that are from the same 
marking point i.e. bullet point

Improved treatments for patients 

Improved drugs used 



A bold and is used to indicate that both parts of the answer are 
required to award the mark and or is used to indicate alternative 
answers, don’t forget to look in the column additional information for 
more guidance.

Wear clean socks to stop mosquitos from being attracted



Brackets (….) are used to indicate which bits of information are not 
essential for the mark but add clarity to the mark scheme.

Put a pH probe into the acid then add the sodium hydroxide

until it reads 7. 



Any wording that is underlined is essential for the marking 
point to be awarded. 
Allow and accept means that the response is creditworthy

It is lighter 



Questions involving chemical formulae, the case does 

matter as does the superscript and subscript.

For example, writing the formulae for carbon dioxide

Student Response Marks awarded

1. CO2 0

2. CO2 1

3. Co2 0



Questions involving calculations. 

Marks are awarded for each stage of the calculation …… 
so the students are encouraged to show their working! I 
encourage them to apply ESRA
E = write down the Equation
S = Substitute the numbers given into the equation
R = Rearrange the equation so what they are calculating become the subject of the equation.

A = Answer including units if applicable

Error carried forward (e.c.f) is used when marking 
questions involving several parts, where the 
answer to part 1 is used in the answer to part 2.



Often a mark is allocated to writing the answer to the 
correct level of precision.



Phonetic spelling of correct scientific terminology is 
acceptable unless there is a possible confusion with 
another technical term.

But in a chemistry question, they 

wouldn’t accept biuret for burette …. Or 

vice versa for a biology question … 



Do not accept means an answer is wrong even if the correct 
answer is also given but ignore means that further amplification 
can still gain full credit.



Use the particle model to describe how the heating element causes the 

arrangement of particle in ice to change as the ice melts. 

Your should include a description of how the particles are arranged in 

the solid ice and in the water.

When tackling this type of question students are encouraged to:

• plan their answer before attempting it, so that it is presented in a 

logical order

• make sure that they answer all parts of the question, so highlight 

each part.

They can bullet point their answers, but they must be in a 

logical order to gain full credit.







• Online revision is an excellent way of revising, however it 

should be used as part of a balanced approach

• The PiXL Maths App is one of many online revision resources.

• Links to other good online resources can be found on the Maths 
revision google classrooms:

Higher: gra4lpe

Foundation: mp7iyyv

• Reminder: Maths after school revision sessions – bookable 
through the parents evening system (link on school website)

v4i3lap



• We recommend the PiXL Maths App because it is 
directly focused on GCSE exams and linked to students’ 
real results.

• The PiXL Maths App can be used on a PC, tablet or 
phone. It is particularly well suited to short, regular 
practice: e.g. on the school bus!

v4i3lap



v4i3lap

SH2534
Surname, initial

Eg: BROWNT 

Surname, initial, 9

Eg: BROWNT9 




