


Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening 

• Welcome – Jon Hampson

• Last year’s successes and the year ahead – Josh Blunt (Head of Year 10)

• GCSE Key Information – Ed Slingsby (Assistant Principal)

• Working towards options after Soham VC –

Nick Oakhill (Careers Education, Information, Advice & Guidance Manager)

• What’s new this year? – Ed Slingsby (Assistant Principal)



Last Year …

• 98% of behaviour points awarded to the year group were positive

• 40 students achieved zero negative points for the entire year

• On average, the majority of students achieved a sub-level above 
their target in every subject.

• We were significantly above the national average for attendance

Year 9 progress and behaviour has led to  

strong foundations for KS4



Extra Curricular Success



Extra Curricular Success 



What can we do to build on this success?



The more school you 

miss, the harder it is for 

you to make good 

progress.

% BAND Level Impact Action

99+ Excellent
Up to 2 days / 10 lessons missed.

Catch up on

any work you missed.Best chance of making good progress!

97-99 Really good
Up to 5 days / 25 lessons missed.

Catch up on

any work you missed.Really good chance of making good progress.

95-97 Good
Up to 10 days / 50 lessons missed.

Catch up on

any work you missed.Decent chance of making good progress.

90-95 Not good
Up to 20 days / 100 lessons missed.

Tutor action
To make good progress you’ll have to work hard to catch 

up.

85-90 Worry
Up to 30 days / 150 lessons missed.

SLT/HoY action
To make good progress you’ll have to work really hard to 

catch up.

0-85 Real concern
More than 30 days / 150 lessons missed. Educational Welfare 

Officer

action
Missing this much school will make it very difficult to 

make good progress.



Getting involved at Soham Village College



Key Dates for your diary:

• Teacher training day: Friday 22nd November 2019

• Year 10 first report: Friday 29th November 2019

• Close for Christmas: Tuesday 17th December 2019 (1.15pm)

• Year 10 second report: Monday 30th March 2019

• Parents’ evening: Thursday 23rd April 2019



Ed Slingsby 

Assistant Principal



GCSE Key information

Almost all the GCSE courses have exams at the end of 

year 11

Students are likely to sit anything between 14 and 25 

exams

GCSE exams start in Early May



GCSE Key information

Year 10 mock exams

Two sittings:

- Option subjects in March

- Core subjects in June

Year 11 mocks are at the start of November, college 

applications in before we close for Christmas 2020



What is the most effective way to improve skills 

and remember information?



Knowledge vs familiarity

• Learning happens when we think hard, it’s not just 

spending time ‘revising’



Knowledge vs familiarity

How well do you know the 50p coin? You have seen it thousands of times, so 
you should know all about it. Think about the front of a 50p coin.

There is an image of Britannia.

1. What is in her left hand?

2. What is in her right hand?

3. What is on the shield?

4. What is on her head?

5. What is at her feet?





We have seen the coin many times 
(‘shallow repetition’) but we have not 
thought about it. Therefore we are 
familiar with it but we do not know it!



“distributed practice, little and often 

has a massive impact on how much 

you can learn”

Much more effective



How memory works





Feel like revision isn’t 
making a difference?

Not sure how to 
revise?

EXAM 
QUESTIONS
– apply your 

knowledge to 
past exam or 

exam style 
questions

NOTE TAKING – getting familiar with all the things 
you need to know and knowing where to look them 
up. Fill in revision sheets, watch podcasts, use your 
revision guide, use sites such as BBC bitesize, use 

resources your teacher directs you to.

SIMPLE QUIZZES – write simple 
quizzes that quiz you on facts, quotes, 
essay techniques and structures. Make 

your own or find published ones.

Use the 
revision 
pyramid

START

EXAM 
READY



Practical things you can do to help your child 

Make sure they have somewhere quiet to study and a 
table to do it on. Make sure they leave their phone 
somewhere else when they revise and stay away from 
social media



Practical things you can do to help your child 

Encourage them to get to bed at sensible times and eat properly. Just asking 
questions and taking an interest in the revision can be a real motivation, even 
if you know nothing about it!

Teenagers need 8-9 hours of sleep



How much homework should my child be doing 

and how should they study?



GCSE predicted grades: these are 

a guide, they are not a prophesy!

…and they are 

not glass 

ceilings



The Pressures of GCSE

Some stress isn’t always a bad thing

Spotting signs- changes to the ‘norm’ – appetite, sleep, mood, energy (not 
to be confused with adolescent/hormone changes of teenagers!).

What can you do?

• Positivity & Perspective- Keep things positive at home and put 
everything into perspective.

• Communication- Let your child’s tutor know- they are the ones who see 
them each morning and can support within school.

• Organisation- Use their planner to help to plan when to do homework 
and what deadlines are on the horizon.



What do we do?

If the tutor feels more specialist support is needed then we have a 

wide range of different solutions depending on the student.

Possible solutions include:
• self-help resources
• exam arrangements
• help with homework
• mentoring
• talking to the school nurse
• counselling

The Pressures of GCSE



CLASS OF 2021
Working towards options after SVC

Nick Oakhill 

(Careers Education, Information, Advice & Guidance Manager)





Raising the Participation Age (RPA)

Schools have a statutory duty to work closely with students in order for 

them to remain in education or employment with training until 18.

Post 16 
options in 

Year 11

Continue with 
education at 

college or sixth 
form

Start an 
Apprenticeship

Get a job or 
volunteer, with 

accredited training 
(qualification)



Post 16 Centres

• Abbeygate Sixth Form (Bury St Edmunds)

• Bishops Laney (Ely College)

• Cambridge Academy of Science & 

Technology

• Cambridge Regional College (CRC)

• College of West Anglia (Milton)

• Comberton Sixth Form

• Cottenham Sixth Form

• Hills Road Sixth Form College

• Impington International Sixth Form

• Mildenhall College Academy Sixth

• Long Road Sixth Form College

• Oakes College

• Parkside Sixth

• West Suffolk College



What options are available?

Vocational Diplomas

eg Level 3, Level 2, 
Level 1





What happens next?
• Oct 2019 - PSHE day – Peterhouse College(Cambridge) & 

employer presentation

• Nov - Careers Fair, Ely Cathedral

• Jan 2020 onwards - 1:1 Personal Guidance Interviews

• Jan - PSHE day – CV workshop (tbc)

• April - Easter work experience (optional)

• June/July – College Taster Days

• July - PSHE day - Intro to college application 
process, mock interviews, personal statement 
workshop

• Aug - Summer work experience (optional)

• Oct - PSHE day – applications, college presentations

• Oct - Post 16 Information Evening

• Oct/Nov - College Open Evenings

• End of autumn term - Application Deadline Day



Careers Information



• Any questions or queries:

noakhill@soham-college.org.uk

Or students can visit me in the Library



Ed Slingsby 

Assistant Principal



Mobile App

90% of the parents asked at parents evening said they 
would like this – thank you for your feedback



Would you like to be more 

involved in supporting the 

school?

Contact us a FSVC@soham-college.org.uk

Find out more at our AGM 30th October 7-8pm



Need a hand with your homework or a 
quiet place to study?
You’ll even get +2 BPs for coming to an 
extra-curricular club!



Many thanks for coming.

We hope that through working together we can 

make this the most successful and enjoyable 

year possible for your child.



Key Dates for your diary:

• Teacher training day: Friday 22nd November 2019

• Year 10 first report: Friday 29th November 2019

• Close for Christmas: Tuesday 17th December 2019 (1.15pm)

• Year 10 second report: Monday 30th March 2019

• Parents’ evening: Thursday 23rd April 2019


